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How my school trip changed me

What do you think about nuclear weapons ? Some people think that they are terrible.
Some think they are necessary for the state. Or some people say, "I have never given
much thought to nuclear weapons. People may think in different ways. But | state clear

ly, "We must not have any nuclear weapons anywhere.”

Every summer we have a lot of opportunities to learn about atomic bombs on TV and
in the newspaper. Since they were dropped 64 years ago, which was long before I was
born, 1 just thought that they were awful. But now 1 can think much more seriously. M
y school trip to Hiroshima changed me.

In May, | went to Hiroshima and visited the Peace Memorial Museum. Everything 1 sa
w there was terrible. The Atomic Bomb Dome, many cruel pictures that showed the ter
rible power of the bomb and poems written by victims. 1 could hardly look at those ter
rible things. A poem composed by a nine-year-old girl said that she lost her mother firs
t, then she lost her father, brother and sister. She lost her entire family. The poem m
ade me so sad that 1 could not stop crying. But at the same time, I felt ashamed that

I did not take nuclear weapons seriously before. I didn"t know exactly how the atomic

bomb had changed Hiroshima.

Today there are more than 20,000 nuclear weapons in the world. More than 60 % of
people in the USA think that dropping the atomic bombs was the right way to end the
war. | get angry about those facts, but 1 can understand why they think in that way. T
hey have never seen the Atomic Bomb Dome, they have never seen those cruel pictures,

they have never read poems written by victims, they have never suffered from the af
tereffects of radiation, and they have never lost their family because of nuclear weapo
ns. That's why they aren't against nuclear weapons. They should see how the atomic bo
mb changed Hiroshima. I think that not knowing anything is more dangerous than the nu
clear weapons themselves.

Mr Barack Obama, the president of the USA, made a speech on nuclear weapons in Pr
ague. He wants a world without nuclear weapons. His speech has been in the spotlight si
nce then. 1 have great expectations that more people will know that nuclear weapons ar
e lethal and make the world terrible. And 1 believe that his speech can be a new step i
n the right direction. Now is the time to think about nuclear weapons seriously.

Thus my school trip made me who 1 am today. So I'd like to ask you again, "What do
you think about nuclear weapons ?*
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