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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

February 10, 2016

Ref: 185205

To: Teachers, Administrators and Tour Operators in Japan

On behalf of the Province of British Columbia, Canada, and as the Minister of Education
responsible for elementary and secondary school education, I invite you to choose
British Columbia as a study and as a Shugaku Ryoko destination.

According to international standards of student performance, British Columbia, like Japan, has
one of the highest-performing education systems in the world. Our schools are culturally rich
academic environments where teachers and students are happy to share and learn from, and with,
international students.

Each year, more than 13,500 Japanese long-term students study in British Columbia, with over
800 at the elementary and secondary level. Many more Japanese students visit British Columbia
as part of a Shugaku Ryoko experience. Given the long-standing history between Japan and
British Columbia, it is not surprising that so many Japanese students choose British Columbia,
and that so many young British Columbians choose to visit, study and teach in Japan.

My predecessor, the Honourable Peter Fassbender, was fortunate enough to travel to Japan as
Minister of Education in June 2015. There, he signed an education-related agreement with
Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. A second agreement
was signed in September 2015, with the Tokyo Metropolitan Government Board of Education.
Both agreements discuss the importance of increasing the movement of students between
British Columbia and Japan.

I am, therefore, pleased to welcome you on March 22, 2016, to the second British Columbia
seminar in Tokyo, promoting British Columbia as a destination for Shugaku Ryoko. 1
wholeheartedly encourage you to explore and enjoy British Columbia as a study and a travel
destination and look forward to welcoming you in the near future.

Sincerely,

Mike Bernier

Minister
Ministry of Office of the Minister Mailing Address: Location:
Education PO Box 9045 Stn Prov Govt Parliament Buildings

Victoria BC V8W 9E2 Victoria





