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Suifu Junior High School is our school.

Itis located in the northern part of Ibaraki prefecture, which is
near Tokyo.

There are a lot of beautiful flowers and trees around our
school.

Ryujin-kyo is a section of the Yamada River.
It's very beautiful and is known is as one of the most scenic
places in Ibaraki.

This bridge is located in Ryujin valley.
It is one of the longest pedestrian suspension bridges in
Japan.

This festival began in 851AD (Japanese Heian Era).

It takes place in March, once every 72 years.
The most recent Daisairei was held in March 2003.

This noodle is made of buckwheat.
It is one of many Japanese healthy foods.
You can eat it with hot or cold vegetable and/or meat soup.

Konnyaku is another Japanese healthy food.
It is a stiff jelly made from special Japanese “konnyaku”
potatoes.
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How to interveiW _ _ |
Excuse me. @L, i

I*m ... I*m ... We are junior high school students from lIbaraki,near Tokyo. _
We came to Kyoto and Nara for a school trip.
|
G I Sorry, 1"m busy.
0.K. Have a nice trip. 0.K. Anyway, thank you.
May I ask you some questions?

(o) 0.K. Sure.

Step 2
What"s your name?

Where are you from?

When did you come to Japan? Good

Did you eat YATSUHASHI ?

/ \
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
I Yes, I did. No, I didn"t. No, I didn"t. i
| I like it very much. I don"t like sweets. What"s that? |
| Oh, 1 see. Oh, 1 see. YATSUHASHI is a Japanese sweet.
| YASTUHASHI is good. I"m sorry to hear that. It"s like crepes.
i I like YATSUHASHI. It"s very delicious. Please try it. |
I
\ )
A e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e o ———————————————————— ———— ——————— —— ————————— '
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Let"s write an e-maill

Step * Mail(/

- —» - Dear

Step 2 ‘g‘%::«é

- —» - Hello. How are you? ——
Step 3
good!!

- - > We are ( ).
- - —» Thank you for talking with us at ( ) in Kyoto.
- » » We had a great time. We enjoyed it very much.
- - - It was so difficult for us to speak English but we were very happy to talk with you.

- - > We were very nervuos to talk in English but so grad to have conversation with you.
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Date: Fri, 25 Jun 2004

Dear Ms.Weiss

Hello. How are you?

1*m Tomomi . Thank you for talking with us at Ryoanji Temple in Kyoto.

I enjoyed it very much. | worried that our English couldn"t be understood but you understood it.

I was very happy. | practiced speaking English many times with my English teachers at the junior
high school.

How was Kyoto? Was Japan interesting? When did you return to your country?

I had a great time in Kyoto. My favorite temple was Kinkaku-ji. It was shining in the sun, and it
was very beautiful. I sent a photo of us in an attachment. I hope you like it.

I"m so happy to write you. Thank you very much. 1"m looking forward to hearing from you!
Sincerely yours,

Tomomi Sekine

Suifu J.H.S, Japan

Servus Tomomi, (Servus is "Hello" in "Viennese")

I am very happy about your e-mail. Your English is very good and very easy to understand;

it is obvious you practice a lot.

Austrian schools are closed in July and August (Summer-holidays), is it the same in Japan?

Japan is a nice country; my favorite city is Yokohama, because the old part and the new part are
an interesting contrast.

Kyoto*"s tempels are impressive, but after visiting so many of them, they blurred into each other.
Austria doesn"t have temples, but it has impressive churches from the middle-ages instead.

I didn"t get your picture, can you send it again please? Would you like to rceive pictures from
Vienna or Austria? Have a nice day, | hope to hear from you soon

Waltraud Weiss
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Suifu Junior High School
3a grade

E-mail: suifu@educet.plala.or.jp



Suifu Junior High School is our school.
It is located in the northern part of Ibaraki prefecture, which is near Tokyo.
There are a lot of beautiful flowers and trees around our school.

It was established in 1967. We have 206 students and 20 teachers.

It=s a small but traditional, good school. All the students are cheerful and friendly.

Kanto region Ibaraki prefecture
= N

r | ' -
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There are 10 after school clubs at our school: baseball, soccer, volleyball, basketball,

table tennis, kendo, fine arts and brass band. We enjoy our activities very much.

Suifu Junior High School




Nature
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Ryujin-kyo is a section of the Yamada
River. It's very beautiful and is known is
as one of the most scenic places in Ibaraki.
) When we look at a panoramic view of
‘"I the valley, we can see many colors, like a

g, rainbow, on it's surface.

( ﬁﬁ@%ﬁ@u)

It's 654meters high and sometimes
called "Mt. Hanakake (Mt. No nose)".

The view from the top of the
mountain is really wonderful.

Ryujin-kyo and Mt. Nantai are parts
of aprefectural park. This park has a
nice hiking course, and recently many
people have come to Suifu for scenic
hiking.




Notable Place

—Ryujin Big Suspension Bridge—

This bridge is located in Ryujin valley. It is one of the longest

pedestrian suspension bridges in Japan. It is 100 meters high and 375 meters

long. Many festivals are held here throughout the year.

5
{:; - AN, In spring, we have the Koinobori
e (carp windsock) festival. We can see many
koinobori strung across Ryujin valley.

At this time, we can also see beautiful
flowers and fresh green trees.

>
/

L

In August, the summer festival
is held.
There are many Toro (Japanese lanterns),
made by local children, on the bridge.
This view at night is so fantastic.

In fall, leaves of the trees change

——e——————— CC 107'S 0 yellow, red, purple, and brown.

Many people come to our village to see
@ this array of color on the mountains.

Please come to Suifu to see these sights with your own eyes.



Big festival

—Daisairei—

This festival began in 851AD (Japanese Heian Era).
It takes place in March, once every 72 years.

The most recent Daisairei was held in March 2003.
This festival honors the gods of the East and the West Kanasa
shrines. Participants and spectators pray for abundant harvest, peace
(throughout this region, and around the world), and a rich life.
Daisairei is recognized as a National Folk Art Treasure.

Participants wear traditional clothes and perform a variety of
duties. Some carry swords and the walk with the parade as samurai.
Others are nobility, Japanese flute/drum players, priests, or local
leaders. The parade marches 72km over two weeks, from the two local
shrines to the ocean and back again.

Samurair from the parade  Mikoshi

The final of the parade is the ““mikoshi”” (potable shrine) which
is the carriage of the god. It is very heavy and is carried by
approximately 20 people who shout and cheer as they walk.



Special Products

— Soba —

Buckwheat farm

This noodle is made of buckwheat. It is one of many Japanese
healthy foods. You can eat it with hot or cold vegetable and/or meat soup.

In Suifu, the farmers grow rice and buckwheat. The weather and the
land are good for growing these crops. Buckwheat flowers bloom in the
middle of September in Suifu. This scene is beautiful and reminds people of
country home and lifestyle.

Soba Soba products



Local Speciral Products

—Shimr-konnyaku—

Konnyaku is another Japanese healthy food. It is a stiff jelly
made from special Japanese ““konnyaku”” potatoes. It has no calories
and it cleans the intestinal tract.

Shimi-konnyaku is dried konnyaku. Traditionally konnyaku was dried by a repeated
process of freezing and thawing. Shimi-konnyaku can be eaten with pickled vegetables, in
soups, or deep fried. It can also be used as a facial pack or gentle facial washing sponge.

The art of making shimi-konnyaku is fast disappearing.
Currently it is made only in Suifu and one other town nearby.

Shimi-Konnyaku Products




English Assignment
Kyoto and Nara School Trip
Dear Sir and Madam,

Thank you for taking the time to talk with my students! As you know,

the student(s)
who handed this to you ate from Suifu Junior High School in lIbaraki prefectu
re, Japan.
The third year students are in Kyoto and Nara on a school trip. |In order to

learn more about international communication my students are looking for pe
n pals from other countries.

IT you would like to continue today"s conversation in an e-mail friendship,
please write your information below. |If you do not wish to participate plea
se say, "I"m sorry.

I can"t be your pen pal,” to the student(s).

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Kara Blair, Assistant English Teacher
Suifu Junior High School, Ibaraki

Name:

Native country:

(If you currently reside in Japan, please state what city and/or

prefecture here:( )

E-mail address:

Comments:




How to interveiW

SUCHI

Excuse me.
I'm _..... I'm __..... We are junior high school students from lIbaraki,
near Tokyo.

We came to Kyoto and Nara for a school trip.

To

Sorry, 1"m busy.
0.K. Have a nice trip. 0.K. Anyway, thank you.
May 1 ask you some questions?

~
a
|

-
~—

("o™) 0.K. Sure.

What*s your name?

Where are you from?
When did you come to Japan? Good

Did you eat YATSUHASHI ?

' Yes, I did. No, I didn"t. No, I didn"t. |
i I like it very much. 1 don"t like sweets. What"s that?
i Oh, I see. Oh, I see. YATSUHASHI is a Japanese sweet.
i YASTUHASHI is good. I"m sorry to hear that. It"s like crepes.
v 1 like YATSUHASHI. It"s very delicious. Please try it.
o e J
_")
Pardon? ( )
Say that again, please.( )
Could you speak more slowly?(
_*)

Could you write it down?

Sren 3
Now, may | talk a little about us?

G Sorry, 1"m busy.
0.K. Anyway, thank you. Have a nice trip.

("o™) 0.K. Sure.




* This is SUIFU junior high school, our school .

OK

* This is Daisairei, a big festival.
* This is Ryujin-kyo, beautiful valley in our
village.

Could you read this?

Could you be our e-mail pen pal, please?

(;_;) Sorry, I can"t be your pen pal.

0.K. Anyway, thank you. Have a nice trip.

no™) 0.K. Sure.
" Myv Thank you very much.

%ﬁ@@@)ﬁ
Would you take a picture with us?

G Sorry, 1"m busy.
0.K. Anyway, thank you. We will send you an e-mail

Have a nice trip.

("o™) 0.K. Sure.
_Mv Thank you very much.

Say cheese!!

Stap © S
Nice talking with you. We had a good time. “iEE‘ ™
We will send you an e-mail. iL

t

Thank you. Have a nice trip.

.Good job!!

Have e nies clay
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Ma.Tl!/ Let"s write an e-maill \%{“‘J

Step 1
- - = Dear

Step 2
- - - Hello. How are you?

Step 3

good!!
- > >We are ( )-

- - > Thank you for talking with us at ( ) in Kyoto.
- » »We had a great time.

We enjoyed it very much.
good / wonderful

- > - It was so difficult for us to speak English but we were very happy
to talk with you.

- - - We were very nervuos to talk in English but so grad to have
conversation with you.

- - - We worried that our English couldn®"t be understood but you
understood it. We were very happy.

- > - It was the first time for us to talk with the people from
foreigin countries so we practiced speaking in English so many times.

Step 4

- - - How was Kyoto? Was Japan interesting?
Step 5

- - »We sent a photo of us in an attachment. We hope you like it.
Step 6

- - » We are so happy to write to you. Thank you very much. We are
looking forward to hearing from you.

Step 7
- - - Sincerely yours,

in Suifu J.H.S. in Japan




E

Date: Fri, 25 Jun 2004

Dear Ms.Weiss

Hello. How are you?

I*m Tomomi . Thank you for talking with us at Ryoanji Temple in Kyoto.
I enjoyed it very much.

I worried that our English couldn®t be understood but you understood it.
I was very happy. | practiced speaking English many times with my English
teachers at the junior high school.

How was Kyoto? Was Japan interesting?

When did you return to your country?

I had a great time in Kyoto. My favorite temple was Kinkaku-ji.

It was shining in the sun, and it was very beautiful.

I sent a photo of us in an attachment. I hope you like it.

I*m so happy to write you. Thank you very much.

I"m looking forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely yours,

Tomomi Sekine

Suifu J.H.S, Japan

Date: Fri, 9 Jul 2004

Dear Ms. Weiss

Hello! How are you?

Thank you for your e-mail from Vienna. 1°m happy to have your message.
In Japan schools have summer-holidays,too. Most of the schools close
around the end of July and start on September 1st.

You like Japan! Oh, thank you very much! Where have you been in Yokohama?
I have never been there, but I am interested in China town.

Do you know that? It is a famous place in Japan. | like Chinese food.
There is a lot of Chinese food there. 1 want to go there.

1*11 send the picture agin. (I"m sorry if you can"t receive it again.)
Could you send Vienna®s picture ? 1 really want to see it!

I hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely yours,
Tomomi Sekine
in Suifu J.H.S, Japan




Servus Tomomi, (Servus is "Hello™ in "Viennese")

I am very happy about your e-mail. Your English is very good and very easy
to understand; it is obvious you practice a lot.

Austrian schools are closed in July and August (Summer-holidays), is it the
same in Japan?

Japan is a nice country; my favorite city is Yokohama, because the old part
and the new part are an interesting contrast. Kyoto"s tempels are
impressive, but after visiting so many of them, they blurred into each
other. Austria doesn"t have temples, but it has impressive churches from
the middle-ages instead.

I didn"t get your picture, can you send it again please? Would you like to
rceive pictures from Vienna or Austria? Have a nice day, | hope to hear
from you soon

Waltraud Weiss

Date: Fri, 9 Jul 2004

Dear Ms.Weiss

Hello! How are you?

Thank you for your e-mail from Vienna. 1°m happy to have your message.

In Japan schools have summer-holidays,too. Most of schools closed in about
the end of July. You like Japan! Oh, Thank you very much. Where did you
go in Yokohama? My favorite place in Yokohama is"Yokohama-Chinese town."
Do you know that? It is a famous town in Japan. 1 like Chinese food.

We have a lot of Chinese food there. But I have never been there.

I want to go there.

11l send the picture agin. (I1°m sorry, if | don"t send again.)

Could you send Vienna®s picture ? | really want to see it.

I hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely yours,
Tomomi Sekine
in Suifu J.H.S, Japan

Date: Fri, 16 Jul 2004

Dear Ms.Weiss,

Hallo. How are you?

I*m going to write a little about my school life. We have 42 days of summer
vacation this year. The summer vacation iIs coming soon.

I"m very happy. We have no school. [1"11 study for the entrance exam for
high school. 1"11 come to school for club activities for a few days.

I*m the director of the brass band. 1 like music.

I want to check your e-mail,but I*m afreid that I can"t chack your e-mail so
often. I°m sorry if | can"t send you an e-mail.

See you.

Sincerely yours,
Tomomi Sekine
in Suifu J.H.S, Japan




Hello Tomomi,

I am very happy about your e-mail. Your e-mail tells me about holidays at
Japanese schools, but does not say much about how you plan on spending all
this free time.l would be interested to know things like if you go to
another country and if you spend time with your class mates or your

You will find a link about vienna
http://www.wien.gv.at/english/

I will also send you a travel guide in the mail.
Have a nice day

Waltraud Weiss

Date: Fri, 17 Sep 2004

Dear Ms.Weiss,

Hello, Ms.Weiss. Thank you for your e-mail. 1"m really happy to hear from

you. And I"m sorry that | couldn™t check e-mail while 1 was on summer

vacation. What did you do this summer ? 1 came to school for my club

activity.

On September 11th, we had a sports festival in my school, and our brass band
played some music. We did a great job, | think. We practiced so much in
summer vacation. | had very good time with my family. | went shopping in Tok

yo with my family, and we enjoyed it. And also we went to see the fireworks,
at a summer festival. | would like to tell you about them next time.

This is my address,1554-1 Wagu Suifu-village Kuji-gun 313-0214 Japan

I really appreciate for your kindness. | am really happy to keep in touch

with you. See you again. | hope you to hear from you soon. :-)

Sincerely yours,

Tomomi Sekine

in Suifu J.H.S, Japan
Weiss Traude & Peter wrote:




